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Most teachers want politicians to stay out of their classroom

decisionmaking A ZITFEKEZNIFAES ER¥FHRE

Source: Education Week. June 23, 2023

Teachers say they feel caught in the midst of a culture war, and they want politicians to stay
out of their classroom decisionmaking.

When politicians do talk about schools, teachers want them to focus on education issues more
broadly—and they want their elected representatives to listen more to educators and families.

These findings on teachers’ beliefs about the intersection of politics and schools come from a
new survey of about 1,200 traditional public and charter school teachers, released by the National
Alliance for Public Charter Schools and administered by the Harris Poll, a market research firm.
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Most library staffers think no book should be banned from
schools % %t B+ 18 7 A & A BLA $ 4 25

Source: Education Week. June 23, 2023

Almost two thirds of library staffers think no topic should be off limits when it comes to
library books, at a time when thousands of book titles about LGBTQ+ characters, race, and racism,
and those containing sexual content have been removed from school libraries.

That’s according to 1,730 library personnel who participated in a nationally representative
survey conducted by the EdWeek Research Center in April. The survey includes responses from
994 librarians, 434 library paraprofessionals, 189 library directors, and 113 employees with
school-library-related jobs. The survey asked library workers about how book banning has
impacted their district over the past two years.

As book bans have spread to at least 32 states across the country, with more than 2,500
unique titles being temporarily or permanently removed in 2022, librarians are feeling the pressure
of these bans, even if they don’t happen in their districts.

Several titles that survey respondents listed as being challenged or removed are among the
most banned books across the country, according to lists by the American Library Association and
PEN America, a free speech advocacy group that tracks book bans.
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What ChatGPT could mean for tutoring ChatGPT g6 4238 5 14 %k
£ R AT 4

Source: Education Week, June 14, 2023

How tutoring companies are adapting #t & £ 4%/ 8] An T {8 7

For now, in education, "we're at the stage of the early adopters,"” said Rob Moore, an assistant
professor of educational technology at the University of Florida. Some of these early adopters are
tutoring companies.

The most well-known of these might be Khan Academy, which debuted its Al tutor chatbot
early this year. Called Khanmigo, the name references the Spanish words conmigo (“with me")
and amigo (“friend™). The tool combines the technology that powers ChatGPT with
tutoring-specific instructions and relevant information from Khan Academy's platform, said
Kristen DiCerbo, the company's chief learning officer.

Khan Academy is now piloting Khanmigo in schools. Most teachers are using it in a
classroom context to provide students with individualized support while a teacher is present, rather
than in a separate designated tutoring block, DiCerbo said.

In Khan Academy's model, the Al is the tutor: Students ask Khanmigo questions and the bot
helps them work through the problem. Other companies are using the ChatGPT technology to
support the processes around tutoring—creating lesson plans, writing session notes, and offering
tutors feedback, but not actually as a tutor.

Marks, Salcito, and DiCerbo said that the next frontier is more personalization.
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When Al gets the answers wrong 3% Al [B] £ 4% i
Khan Academy offers teachers and students an option to give feedback and flag interactions
where the Al gives the wrong information. Khanmigo also asks kids to explain their reasoning



when its answer doesn't match a student's, DiCerbo said. "It allows the model to check its own
work and work through that," she said.

All of the company representatives said that Al is meant to complement teachers and
tutors—not replace them. "If we do not have teachers, tutors, caring adults to guide students in
how to ask good questions ... I think we're lost," said Marks, of Saga Education.
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We haven’ t even scratched the surface on ethics ¥ k% R/ E &

Al tools can be designed to have a positive and helpful attitude, "but they could just as easily
be designed to bully," Robinson said.

Crompton fears the possibility for bias. The technology that powers ChatGPT pulls
information from the internet, so it's going to reflect dominant perspectives and ideas in published
materials, she said.

"Those textbooks, those notes, all those have bias in them. So we are still going to have a
biased product in the end," she said.

"We'll need to do our due diligence and recognize that there will be a lot out there provided,"
she said. "And some Al programs will be good, and some won't be as good."

"Al is all brain and no heart. There's a human aspect that should always be added in.
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